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SECRETARY RICHARDSON MEETS WITH APA LEADERS 
ON RACIAL PROFILING ISSUES AND WEN HO LEE CASE 

Washington, DC -- On Friday, October 13th, representatives of the Asian Pacific American (APA) community met with Secretary of Energy Bill Richardson to discuss the department's efforts to promote diversity at the national laboratories and issues surroundi����üñž�����!AP�����äñž�

Secretary Richardson expressed his continued commitment to eliminating discrimination in DOE. The Secretary outlined the department's new five-point initiative to promote diversity which incorporates many of the recommendations made in the DOE Task Force A ���üñž�����!AP�����äñž���������

*    conduct an investigation through the Inspector General's office to assess whether there has   been any profiling of the department's federal or contractor work force in security policies, processes, and daily operations. The first part of the investigh���üñž�����!AP�����äñž���������Lòž�Pðž�=ŠU�hûž�”ûž�02CV������������ Êe�àñž��ÿJ� Êe�����	���������������

*       revise contractor Diversity Plans within 60 days to address profiling based on race and national origin; 

*       expand the DOE Ombudsman's staff to further bolster the department's efforts to prevent racial profiling and ensure equity;

*       direct field managers to include compliance with the revised Diversity Plan as a meaningful factor in determining the fee earned by contractors; and

*       develop a plan by a coalition of contractors, laboratory directors and human resource managers to coordinate recruitment and retain a diverse work force in the laboratory community. 

Further, the Secretary indicated that he is working with the Department of Justice to have the Bellows report on the handling of the Wen Ho Lee case declassified as soon as possible for public scrutiny and said that he would support calls for an independen[���üñž�����!AP�����äñž���������Lòž�Pðž�=ŠU�hûž�”ûž�02CV������������ Êe�àñž��ÿJ� Êe�����	��

Commented Nelson Dong, Secretary/General Counsel of the Committee of 100, "We conveyed the anger and frustration of the community about the handling of Dr. Lee's case and the negative 
impact of racial profiling on our community, especially at the national laboratories. We wanted to stress to the Secretary how APA personnel recruitment and retention cannot be advanced until the DOE deals with the aftermath of Dr. Lee's case." 

"Systemic changes from top to bottom of DOE need to occur on the issues of continued concern which have been raised by the APA employees. Secretary Richardson said that he would meet with APA lab employees and the APA community in Northern California. This¯���üñž�����!AP�����äñž���������Lòž�Pðž�=ŠU�hûž�”ûž�02CV������������ Êe�àñž��ÿJ� Êe�����	��������������� Êe�TÃd�ìòž��FU�Lòž�����0�d������óž�����;6÷¿����ìòž���������0�d�äñž�ƒDU

The Honorable Yvonne Lee, Member of the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, stated, "We were very pleased to learn that the Department of Energy has taken the Task Force's recommendations on measures to combat racial profiling and has turned them into policy.E���üñž�����!AP�����äñž���������Lòž�Pðž�=ŠU�hûž�”ûž�02CV������������ 

Kristine Minami, Washington Representative and Director of Public Affairs for the Japanese American Citizens League (JACL), noted, "There are still many questions to be answered, but we appreciate Secretary Richardson's firm commitment to a thorough investº���üñž�����!AP�����äñž���������Lòž�Pðž�=ŠU�hûž�”ûž�02CV������������ Êe�àñž��ÿJ� Êe�����	��������������� Êe�TÃd�ìòž��FU�Lòž�����0�d������óž�����;6÷¿����ìòž���������0�d�äñž�ƒDU�hûž�”ûž�02
 
Jin Sook Lee, Executive Director of the Asian Pacific American Labor Alliance, AFL-CIO (APALA), added, "We commend Secretary Richardson for his frankness and openness to address the concerns of the Asian Pacific American community. The Secretary reiterated—���üñž�����!AP�����äñž���������Lòž�Pðž�=ŠU�hûž�”ûž�02CV������������ Êe�àñž��ÿJ� Êe�����	��������������� Êe�TÃd�ìòž��FU�Lòž�����0�d������óž�����;6÷¿���

The other APA leaders in attendance included Vincent Eng, Legal Director, National Asian Pacific American Legal Consortium and Joe Montano, Washington Representative, National Federation of Filipino American Associations. 
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